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SELECTMEN’S REPORT 
This year the State assessors have once more appraised 


new building and property, thereby keeping the tax burden 
spread over as equitable a tax base as possible. They have 
done this yearly since the complete assessment in 1972, but 
we have been informed that the State will do this for us only 
two more years, and then in all probability will have to drop 
us because of their work load. With this in mind, it would 
be advisable to start training selectmen to take over this 
function in 1977. 

We are again grateful to the young adults under Don 
Armington’s supervision, who have again helped the town 
in many ways by providing their services when and where 
they were needed. 

Due to a change in command in the National Guard the 
renovating of the Town Hall had come to a screeching 
halt. A meeting with the new Commander in December, 
has reinstituted this program, and it now looks very likely 
that it will be continued to a successful conclusion. 

The Road Agent has continued to do an excellent job of 
maintaining the roads within the limits of the budget given 
him. He has put forth a plan this year that will assure a 
continued program of road improvement even with the 
higher costs of materials. 

In addition to our town and state monies for roads, we 
were able to get additional help in the form of a federally 
sponsored job since early October. 

We have been very satisfied with the firm of Enright, 
Lizotte and Drescher as town counselors assisting the town 
with its legal matters. 

The new fire truck with all it capabilities and potentials 
was put into service on schedule. Engine No. 1 which has 
served so well for many years, is out of service at the mo- 
ment while it has a partial overhaul. We hope you will 
support an article in the warrant to help finance this expend- 
iture. | 
The town welfare again this year was administered by 
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the Board of Selectmen. The issuing of Surplus Food ended 
this year, but in its place the Food Stamp program came to 
New Hampshire. Also Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
became available. The actual expenditures for the town 
poor this year were reduced to zero due to the above pro- 
grams and to the use of a private trust fund. Next year's 
budget will still ask for some money, because not all needs 
can be fitted into the above programs. 

Under the direction of Mr. Henry Richardson as the new 
chairman of the Greenville Dump Committee, the existing 
Greenville dump site has taken on new life as a possible site 
for an incinerator and recycling area. Mr. Richardson will 
be taking his plan before the Greenville voters this March. 
If it is approved, Greenville will go in for an extension of 
the present site as an open burning dump until the new plan 

can be developed. Because of these possibilities, and also 
because of lack of funds, Mason’s Dump Committee has 
adopted a wait and see position. _ 

The committee has, however, found a suitable site for a 
sanitary land fill on Sand Pit Road that is now jointly owned 
by the town and Mr. T. A. Eaton. There will be an article 
in the warrant asking for money so this land can be surveyed 
and an equitable division of the land made, which would be 
the next step if the town should adopt a go-it-alone policy 
for disposal of its solid waste. 


In our opinion it would be advantageous to place Revenue 
Sharing Funds into special projects such as tax mapping or 
arrangements for our solid waste disposal, with a suitable 
balance going to purchase surplus highway equipment, 
rather than using Revenue Sharing money for regular town 
expenses. This way, we will not have a large financial shock 
if and when Revenue Sharing funds are discontinued. 

Please remember that the proposed budget is what we and 
the Financial Advisory Committee feel is necessary for 
continuance of past services. The whole town will decide 
what services it wishes to EON: for itself for the year 1975 
at Town Meeting. 


ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS 
Term Expires 


Moderator 
William T. Clark November 1976 
Town Clerk 
Charles F. H. Crathern March 1975 
Treasurer 
Charles F. H. Crathern March 1975 
Selectmen 
Henry L. Abbott March 1975 
Raymond B. Parker March 1976 
Harold F. Elliott March 1977 
Tax Collector 
Linda J. Rousseau March 1975 
Auditor 
Isabelle Anderson March 1975 
Supervisors of Check List 
Esther A. Spalding November 1976 
Cedric Valentine November 1978 
Sophie Rajala, Deceased 
Mary Gilson November 1980 
Library Trustees 
Lillias Johnson March 1975 
Joanne Parker March 1976 
Janet Stevens March 1977 
Trustees of Cemeteries 
Edith Marshall March 1975 
Donald A. Armington March 1976 
Frank Newell March 1977 


‘Term Expires 
Trustees of Trust Funds 


Bowman F. Stone 3 March 1975 
James Rowse March 1976 
Robert G. Marshall March 1977 


APPOINTED TOWN OFFICERS 


Health Officer 


Helen McClain March 1975 
Bailot Clerks 
Helvi Murto November 1976 
Janet Stevens November 1976 
Laila Washburn November 1976 
Virginia Clark November 1976 
Financial Advisory Committee 
Irene Smith March 1975 
James Rowse,. Chairman March 1976 
Donald A. Armington March 1977 
Paul Stevens March 1977 
Cedric Valentine March 1978 


Planning Board 
James Martin, Resigned 


Jeanette Ammon, Appointed March 1975 
Michael Farrey March 1976 
Paul Stevens, Chairman March 1977 
Darrell Lawler March 1978 


Harold F. Elliott, Ex-Officio 
Isabelle Farrey, Secretary 


Term Expires 
Board of Adjustment 


Charles Babb March 1975 
Earle P. Robinson March 1976 
Stephen White March 1977 
Cedric Valentine, Chairman March 1977 
Albert Schlemmer March 1978 
Conservation Commission 
Janet Stevens March 1975 
Barry Erhardt March 1975 
Charlotte Hastings March 1976 
Donald A. Armington March 1977 
Clifton W. Hastings, Chairman March 1978 


Southwestern New Hampshire 

Regional Planning Commission 
James Martin, Resigned 
Michael Farrey March 1976 
Harold F. Elliott March 1978 
Paul Stevens, Alternate 


Highway Safety Commission 
Kerry Donovan, Resigned — Robert G. Marshall 
Bowman F. Stone, Chairman Curtis M. Dunn 
Fred Gilson Claire Cadran 
Alwin E. Hodson Nancy McNamara 


Sanitary Landfill Committee 
Michael Farrey, Chairman Paul Stevens 


Darrell Lawler Harold F. Elliott, Ex-Officio 
Water Hole Committee 

Charles Fifield Curtis M. Dunn 

Bruce Berry 


Police Officers 


Fred S. Gilson, Chief Ronald Lapointe, Sgt. 
John D. Paron, Sgt. Kenneth Tibbetts, Patrolman 
Fire Chief 


Alwin E. Hodson 


Forest Fire Wardens 
Alwin E. Hodson, Warden | 
Curtis M. Dunn, Ist Deputy 
Clifton W. Hastings, 2nd Deputy 
William T. Clark, 3rd Deputy 
Kenneth Wilson, 4th Deputy 


Road Agent 
Curtis M. Dunn 


Building Inspector 
Kenneth Wilson 


Town Hall Custodian 
Donald A. Armington 


Sexton 
Kenneth Cook 
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TOWN WARRANT 


The State of New Hampshire 


To the inhabitants of the Town of Mason, in the County of 
Hillsborough, in said State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said 
Mason, on Tuesday, the fourth day of March, next, at two 
of the clock in the afternoon, then and there, to bring in 
your ballots for the following: 


Article 1. Selectman for three years; Town Clerk for 
three years; Town Treasurer for three years; Tax Collector 
for three years. 


The polls to close at 7 P.M. of the same day and at half 
past seven of the clock in the afternoon of the same day 
at the same place to act upon the following subjects: 


Article 2. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the 
ensuing year. 


Article 3. To raise such sums of money as may be nec- 
essary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and make 
appropriations of the same. 


Article 4. To see if the Town will authorize the Select- 
men and Town Treasurer to borrow money in anticipation 
of taxes. 


Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate 
the 1975 Revenue Sharing Receipts, plus interest earned, 
to be transferred to the Capital Reserve Fund toward the 
purchase of a town tax map, or take any other action per- 
taining thereto. 


Il 


Article 6. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate 
the sum of $5,000.00 toward the purchase of fire apparatus 
and equipment as voted at the 1972 Town Meeting, or take 
any other action pertaining thereto. 


Article 7. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate 
the sum of $980.00 for emergency repairs to Engine 1, or 
take any other action pertaining thereto. 


Article 8. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate 
the sum of $1,000.00 to go into the Government Surplus 
Highway Equipment Fund, or take any other action pertain- 
ing thereto. 


Article 9. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate 
the sum of $1,000.00 to be placed into the Capital Reserve 
Fund for the replacement of the police cruiser, or take any 
other action pertaining thereto. 


Article 10. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate 
the sum of $250.00 for the maintenance and/or construction 
of water holes under the permanent Water Hole Committee 
direction, or take any other action pertaining thereto. 


Article 11. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate 
the sum of $1,000.00 as its share in surveying the Baldwin 
Lot and to continue investigations of this land as a possible 
solid waste disposal site, or take any action pertaining there- 
to. 


Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate the sum of $750.00 for costs of making the nec- 
essary adjustments in 1975 property assessments by the state 
appraisers. 
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Article 18. To see if the Town will vote to establish a 
“Capital Reserve Cemetery Land Purchase Fund” to take 
the place of and absorb the present “Cemetery Lot Fund”, 
or take any action relative thereto. 


Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate the sum of $200.00 to go into the “Cemetery Land 
Purchase Fund”, or take any action relating thereto. 


Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to establish a 
“Library and Town Offices Building Committee” consisting 
of five (5) members appointed for staggered terms and 
chosen one each from the Trustees of the Library, the Board 
of Selectmen, Ex-Officio, the Financial Advisory Committee, 
the Planning Board and the Trustees of Trust Funds, or do 
anything in relation thereto. 


Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the 
provisions of the Municipal Budget Law. (By Petition) 


Given under our hands and seal this third day of Feb- 
ruary in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and seventy- 
five. 


HENRY L. ABBOTT, JR. 
RAYMOND B. PARKER 
HAROLD F. ELLIOTT 


A true copy of Warrant — Attest 


HENRY L. ABBOTT, JR. 
RAYMOND B. PARKER 
HAROLD F. ELLIOTT 
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF MASON 


Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year 
January 1, 1975 to December 31, 1975 compared with Estimated and 
Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expenditures of the Previous 


January 1, 1974 to December 31, 1974. 


SOURCES OF REVENUE 


From State: 
Interest & Dividends Tax 
Meals & Rooms Tax 
Savings Bank Tax 
Reimbursement Forest 
Conservation Aid 
Business Profits Tax 
(Town Portion) 
Gas Tax Subsidy 
Class V Highways (Duncan) 


From Federal Revenue Sharing 


From Local Sources Except Taxes: 
Dog Licenses 
Business Licenses, Permits and 
Filing Fees 
Rent of Town Hall 
Interest Received on Taxes 
and Deposits 
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 


From Local Taxes Other Than 
Property Taxes: 
Yield Taxes 
Resident Taxes 


Total Revenue From All Sources 
Except Property Taxes 
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Est. 


Revenue 


1974 
$ 4,500 
3,050 
325 


4,100 


921 


10,293 
7,944 


7,232 


450 


210 
30 


125 
9,000 


200 
2,900 


$51,280 


Actual Est. 
Revenue Revenue 

1974 1975 
$ 4,983 $ 5,000 
3,394 3,500 
431 500 
1,419 1,600 
921 201 
10,293 10,270 
7,944 7,918 
7,868 9,000 
453 460 
287 300 
10 20 
2,066 2,000 
9,189 9,300 
1,334 700 
2,420 2,900 
$53,012 $53,669 


PURPOSE OF EXPENDITURES 


General Government: 

Town Officers’ Salaries 

Fees in lieu of Salaries 

Town Officers’ Administration 
Expenses , 

Election & Registration Expenses 

Town Hall Expenses 

Employees Retirement and 
Social Security 

Employees Insurance 


Protection of Persons and Property: 


Police Department 

Fire Department 
Insurance 

Planning & Zoning 
Legal Expenses 

Civil Defense 
Communications Service 


Health: 

Health Officer 

Souhegan Valley Ambulance 
District Service 

Town Dump 


Highways and Bridges: 
Summer Roads 
Winter Roads 
Gas Tax Subsidy 
Class V Highway (Duncan) 
Town Road Aid* 
General Highway Expenses 
Street Lighting 


Library 
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Appro. Expend. 


1974 


$ 1,800 
2,000 


3,706 
250 
3,000 


1,450 
720 


14,500 
3,000 
5,700 

450 
500 
100 
800 


50 


1,498 
800 


9,000 
12,000 
10,293 

7,944 

815 

2,000 

300 


750 


Actual 
1974 


$ 1,800 
1,707 


4,066 
432 
3,441 


2,000 
760 


14,098 
3,000 
5,744 

327 
500 
100 
800 


Est. 
Expend. 
1975 


$ 1,800 
2,000 


4,600 
250 
3,000 


2,200 
800 


14,800 
3,200 
4,000 

450 
500 
100 
800 


50 


2,660 
800 


11,000 
14,000 
10,270 
7,918 
812 
3,000 
400 


750 


Public Welfare: 


Town Poor 500 —— 
Old Age Assistance 1,200 945 
Monadnock Visiting Nurse Assoc. 599 599 
Memorial Day 150 152 
Parks, Playgrounds and Trees 275 186 
Conservation Commission 250 250 
Mason Youth Corps 1,000 1,000 


Public Service Enterprises: 


Cemeteries 450 453 
Regional Commissions & Associations 295 295 
Interest on Loans 1,500 2,720 
Total Town Expenditures $89,639 $92,206 
County Taxes 10,000 8,482 
School Taxes 150,000 146,293 
Total Expenditures $249,639 $246,981 


300 
500 
650 
150 
300 
1,000 
1,000 


450 
711 
2,500 


$98,221 


9,000 
150,000 


$257,221 


*The State’s contribution towards costs of T.R.A. roads in 1974 was 


$5,484. In 1975 they will contribute $5,413. 
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SUMMARY OF VALUATION 


Land — Improved and Unimproved $2,860,654 
Buildings 3,255,100 
Public Utilities — Electric 443.500 
Mobile Homes & Travel Trailer 

Assessed as Personal Property (25) 101,000 
Boats & Launches (1) 200 
Total Valuation before Exemptions Allowed $6,660,454 
Exemptions — Elderly 40,000 


N #: Valuation on which Tax Rate is Computed $6,620,454 


WAR SERVICE TAX CREDITS 


Estimated 
Limits No. Tax Credits 
Totally and permanently dis- 
abled veterans, their spouses 
or widows, and the widows of 
veterans who died or were 


killed on active duty. $600 1 $600 
All other qualified persons 50 FF; 2.850 
Total Number and Amount 58 $3,450 


LZ 
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STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATION AND TAXES 


ASSESSED FOR THE YEAR 1974 


Appropriations: 
Town Officers’ Salaries 
Fees in lieu of Salaries 
Town Officers’ Expenses 
Election & Registration Exp. 
Town Hall Expenses 
Social Security & Retirement Contr. 
Police Dept. 
Fire Dept. 
Communications Service 
Insurance 
Planning 
Legal Expenses 
Civil Defense 
Health Dept. (Incl. Ambulance) 
Town Dump 
Town Road Maintenance 
Street Lighting 
General Hwy. Expenses 
Town Road Aid 
Library 
Town Poor 
Old Age Assistance 
Visiting Nurse Assoc. 
Memorial Day 
Parks, Playgrounds, Trees 
Conservation Comm. 
Cemeteries 
Mason Youth Corp. 
Advertising & Regional Assoc. 
Interest on temp. loans 
W.A. No. 6 — Treasurer's Salary 
W.A. No. 7 — Balance due on Cruiser 
W.A. No. 8 — Fire Equipment Fund 
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1,700 00 
2,000 00 
3,700 00 
250 00 
3,000 00 
1,450 00 
14,500 00 
3,000 00 
800 00 
6,420 00 
450 00 
500 00 
100 00 
1,548 00 
800 00 
39,237 00 
300 00 
2,000 00 
815 00 
750 00 
500 00 
1,200 00 
599 00 
150 00 
275 00 
250 00 
450 00 
1,000 00 
702 00 
1,500 00 
100 00 
682 00 
5,000 00 


W.A. No. 9 — Sand Spreader 2,293 00 


W.A. No. 10 — Appraisal Adjustments 500 00 
W.A. No. 12 — Breathalyzer 840 00 
W.A. No. 13 — Fire-proof Files 874 00 
W.A. No. 14 & 15— Cemetery Repairs 550 00 
W.A. No. 23 — Water Hole Committee 250 00 
W.A. No. 26 — Bicentennial Commission 150 00 

Total Town Appropriations $101,185 00 


Less Estimated Revenues and Credits: 


Interest & Dividends Tax $ 4,983 00 
Savings Bank Tax 431 00 
Meals & Rooms Tax 3,000 00 


Revenue from Yield Tax Sources 2.6385 00 
Interest Received on Taxes & Deposits 125 00 
Business Licenses, Permits and 


Filing Fees 210 00 
Dog Licenses 450 00 
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 9,000 00 
Rent of Town Property 30 00 
Breathalyzer Refund 840 00 
Resident Taxes 3,820 00 
Revenue Sharing 8,167 00 
Highway Subsidy 18,286 00 
Total Revenues and Credits ——-————— 51,427 00 
Net Town Appropriations 
(Appropriations minus Revenues ) 49,758 00 
Net School Appropriations 146,292 71 
County Tax Assessment 8,482 40 
Total of Town, School & County 204,533 11 
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Deduct: Reimb. a-c Property Exempted 
1970 Spec. Session 

Add: War Service Tax Credits 

Add: Overlay 


Property Taxes to be Raised 
Less: War Service Tax Credits 


Total Tax Committment 


$210,530 44 
3,450 00 


$207,080 44 


Net Property Valuation $6,620,454 < $3.18 = $210,530 44 
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BALANCE SHEET 


December 31, 1974 


ASSETS 


Cash in hands of treasurer 
Petty Cash and Unremitted Receipts 


Governor's Crime Commission Grant (C.D. ) 


Revenue Sharing Fund—(Savings acct. ) 
Revenue Sharing Fund—(C.D.) 
Reserve for Fire Truck 

Reserve for Surplus Hwy. Equipment 
Uncollected Taxes 


Total Assets 


LIABILITIES 


Unexpended Revenue Sharing Funds 
Unexpended Crime Commission Funds 
Bond & Debt Retirement Tax 

School District Tax 

Accrued Payroll Taxes 

Reserve Funds 


Total Liabilities 
Surplus 


Total Liabilities & Surplus 


25 


$45,054 95 
101 69 
1,000 00 
794 36 
1,808 00 
32 88 
2,222, 35 
31,671 04 


$82,685 27 


$ 2,602 36 
992 00 
243 12 

70,292 71 
975 18 
2,255 23 


$77,360 60 
5,324 67 


$82,685 27 


SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Town Hall 
Furniture and Equipment 
Library 
Furniture and Equipment 
Police Department 
Equipment 
Fire Department 
Equipment 
Highway Department 
Equipment 
Parks, Commons and Playgrounds 


TOWN OWNED LAND 


Obtained by Purchase 
22 a. Lucy Lawrence Lot 


Obtained by Gift 
25 a. Coyne Lot 
25~a.-~Beck Lot 


Obtained by Tax Sale 

20 a. Robbins Lot 
12 a. Henry Barrett Lot 

5 a. Shattuck Lot 
15 a. Pt. Farwell Farm 
11 a. Hall Lot 
20 a. Jeft Lot 
30 a. Foster Lot 
25 a. Sawtelle Lot 

100 a. Undivided 1% interest Baldwin Lot 
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$62,000 00 
500 00 


9,000 00 
7,500 00 


35,000 00 


$120,500 00 


$ 1,320 00 


1,500 00 
1,500 00 


14,280 00 


$18,600 00 


TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 


Cash on hand January 1, 1974 $ 00 00 
Cash received 1974: 
Dogs—Male 128 $ 256 00 
Female 21 105 00 
Kennel 3 72 00 
Penalties 20 20 00 
Sa $ 453 00 
Auto Registration 
1973 211 48 
1974 9,004 76 
—— eee 9,216 24 
Total Cash Received $9,669 24 
Paid to Treasurer 9,642 55 
Held in Petty Cash 26 69 
—————— 9,669 24 
Petty Cash Account January 1, 1974: 50 00 
Auto Reg. not Deposited 1973 1 95 
Auto Reg. not Deposited 1974 26 69 
Se 28 64 
Petty Cash December 31, 1974 $ 78 64 


CHARLES F. H. CRATHERN, Town Clerk 
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REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1974 


DEBITS: 
Taxes Collectible (1974): 
Property Taxes $207,080 44 
Resident Taxes 3,330 00 
Yield Taxes 1,458 73 
Interest & Penalties 34 07 
Overpayments on Property Taxes 245 50 
pater $919 14s 4 
Taxes Collectible (1973): 
Property Taxes $ 18,482 27 
Resident Taxes 600 00 
Interest & Penalties 634 13 
ee 19,666 40 
Total Debits $231,815 14 
CREDITS: 
Remittances to Treasurer (1974): 
Property Taxes $175,556 30 
Resident Taxes 2,420 00 
Yield Taxes 1,883 78 
Interest & Penalties 34 07 
SN oe EE $179,344 10 
Remittances to Treasurer (1973): 
Property Taxes $ 18,161 02 
Resident Taxes 470 00 
Interest & Penalties 634 18 
—— 19,265 15 
Total Remittances to Treasurer: $198,609 25 
Yield Tax Securities 125 00 
Abatements (1974) 1,199 83 
Abatements (1973) 356 30 


Uncollected Taxes: 


Property Taxes (1974) 30,599 81 
Property Taxes (1973) 44 95 
Resident Taxes (1974) 880 00 
a 31,524 76 
Total Credits $231,815 14 


SUMMARY OF TAX SALE ACCOUNTS 


DEBITS: 
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes as of Jan. 1, 1974 $ 766 00 
Taxes Sold to Town During Current Year 1,109 73 
Interest & Costs Collected After Sale 124 19 
Total Debits $1,999 92 
CREDITS: 
Remittances to Treasurer During Year: 
Redemptions 1,875 73 
Interest & Costs Collected After Sale 124 19 
Total Credits $1,999 92 


LINDA J. ROUSSEAU, Tax Collector 
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TOWN TREASURER’S REPORT 


Cash on Hand January 1, 1974 


(Checking Acct. and C.D.’s) $ 65,045 18 
Cash Rec'd. from Town Clerk 9,642 55 
Cash Rec'd. from Tax Collector 200,609 17 
Cash Rec'd. from Selectmen 154,643 22 
Total Cash Available 1974 $429,940 12 
Selectmen’s Orders Paid 383,885 17 


Balance Cash on Hand December 31, 1974 
(Checking Acct. and C.D.’s) $ 46,054 95 


Savings Account as of January 1, 1974 
Town Hall Ins. Fund $° MrAatOT ao 


Deposits During Year: 
$ 358 32 Revenue Sharing 


1,808 00 ; 

1,810 00 ¢ i 

2,442 00 Mt A 
Interest Earned 108 99 
Total Deposits and Interest $ 6,522 31 
Total in Savings Account $ 6,988 56 


Withdrawals During Year: 
$ 425 90 (416.25 + 9.65 Int.) 
5,718 380 (Revenue Sharing) 


Total Withdrawals $ 6,144 20 


Balance as of December 81, 1974 
(Revenue Sharing ) $ 794 36 


CHARLES F. H. CRATHERN, Town Treasurer 
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RECONCILIATION OF RECEIPTS 
AND EXPENDITURES 


For the Year Ended December 31, 1974 


RECEIPTS 
Cash in the bank and on hand Jan. 1, 1974 
Property Taxes (Current Year ) $175,556 
Resident Taxes (Current Year ) 2,420 
Yield Taxes (Current Year) 1,334 
Property & Yield Taxes (Previous Year ) 18,161 
Resident Taxes (Previous Year ) 470 
Interest & Penalties 792 
Tax Sales Redeemed 1,876 
FROM LOCAL TAXES = ———— 
FROM STATE 
From Local Sources (except Taxes ) $ 10,662 
Proceeds of Tax Anticipation Notes 80,000 
Proceeds of Fire Truck Note 20,000 
Insurance Adjustments Bil 
Yield Tax Security Deposits 25 
Sale of Town Property 136 
Withdrawals from Reserve Funds 12,374 
Withdrawals from Revenue Sharing 8,167 
Governors Crime Comm. Grant 1,781 
FROM OTHER SOURCES ————— 
TOTAL FUNDS PROVIDED 

PAYMENTS 
General Government $ 12,102 
Protection of Persons & Property 24,261 
Health 3,408 
Highways & Bridges 43,438 
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$ 65,045 


200,609 


30,570 


Library 750 


Public Welfare 945 

Recreation & Patriotic 488 

Public Service Enterprises 2,245 

Unclassified 6,009 

Total Current Maintenance Expenses = —-———— 93,641 

Debt Service 87,760 

Capital Outlay 36,788 

Other Governmental Divisions 165,696 

Cash in bank and on hand Dec. 31, 1974 46,055 
$429,940 


SUMMARY OF FEDERAL REVENUE SHARING FUNDS 


Debits: 
Funds Available as of January 1, 1974 $ 2,659 16 
Payments Received in 1974 7,868 00 
Interest Earned 242, 40 
Total Funds $10,769 56 
Credits: 
Expenditures as Authorized by 1974 Town Meeting: 
Fire Equipment $5,000 00 
Sand Spreader 2,293 20 
File Cabinets 874 00 
Total Expenditures = #2 ——————— $ 8,167 20 
Balance to be transferred to Reserve 
Fund for Tax Map 2,602 36 
$10,769 56 
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Summary of Town Officers’ Salaries 


Selectmen $ 1,100 
Town Clerk 300 
Treasurer 400 

$ 1,800 

Summary of Fees in Lieu of Salaries 

Tax Collector $ 1,014 
Town Clerk 693 

$ 1,707 

Summary of Town Officers’ Expenses 

Clerical $ 1,560 
Town Reports 680 
Postage 231 
Auditor 100 
Mileage & Telephone 635 
Town Clerk Convention 80 
Assoc. Dues 28 
Advertisements 33 
Supplies 377 
Misc. 342 

$ 4,066 


Summary of Town Hall Expenses 


Janitor $ 736 
Supplies 87 
Oil 833 
Electricity 245 
Furnace Repair 14 
Fire Extinguisher Service 34 
Voting Booths 100 
Materials for Repairs 921 
Septic System Repairs A471 

$ 3,441 


33 


Summary of Police Department Expenses 


Police Chief's Salary $10,192 
Officers’ Wages 1,626 
Gas 1,090 
Cruiser Maintenance 322 
Office Equipment ooo 
Breathalyzer Kits ae, 
Radios & Installation 944 
Misc. Expenses 234 

$14,098 

Summary of General Highway Expenses 

Gas $ 887 
Maintenance Parts 551 
Chains } Zi 
Equipment Repairs 72 
Welding 120 
Paint & Supplies 31 
Signs 105 
Hand Tools 118 
Chainsaw Parts & Supplies 91 

$ 2,187 


REPORT OF THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


I would like to thank all of the citizens who have helped 
on the Highway Department during the year. 

We are again indebted to Donald Armington of the Mason 
Youth Corp and several young men for the many hours of 
labor used on the highways this year. We also had a man 
from the PEP Program for approximately three months. 

I would also like to thank the Mason Volunteer Fire De- 
partment for the use of some of their equipment and use of 
their area for a temporary place to work from. 

We put out approximately 2500 yds. of gravel during 
winter thaws and spring mud season and hope to continue 
more this year. We did a lot of patching this year. Approxi- 
mately 200 yds. of patch and hope this figure will start to 
decrease this coming year. Most gravel roads were graded 
twice. Many hours were spent cleaning waterways and cul- 
verts, and much more work is needed in this area. Three new 
culverts were installed and three were relaid. 

We had a bad summer storm that caused several wash- 
outs which required some unexpected expenses for gravel, 
grading and cleaning of culverts. 

Approximately 4 miles of brush and low hanging limbs 
were cut and cleaned up. Much more work is needed in this 
area. We hope to seal some roads this coming year even with 
the rising cost of oil, which has doubled over two years ago. 

Duncan Fund money was spent on Brookline Rd. and 
TRA Fund was spent on Townsend Rd. this year. We hope 
that we can combine the two funds next year and finish 
Townsend Rd. And the following year both funds will be 
continued on Brookline Rd. 

Citizens are requesting more and more services on the 
roads and this along with inflationary costs of Labor, Equip- 
ment and Materials contributes to the increases in the 1975 


road budget. 
CURTIS M. DUNN, Road Agent 


35 


REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1974 


Boynton School Fund 
Cash & Certificate on Hand, Jan. 1, 1974 
Interest Received 
Interest paid to Mascenic School 
Cash & U.S. Treasury Note on Hand, 
Dec. 31, 1974 


Stearn Common School Fund 
Cash & Certificate on Hand Jan. 1, 1974 
Interest Received 
Interest paid to Mascenic School 
Cash & U.S. Treasury Note on Hand, 
Dec. 31, 1974 


Cemetery Fund (Perpetual Care) 
Cash & Certificate on Hand Jan. 1, 1974 
New Funds 
Interest Received 
Maintenance Payments 
Cash & U.S. Treasury Note on Hand, 

Dec. 31, 1974 


Library and Town Office Building Fund 


Cash & Certificate on Hand Jan. 1, 1974 

Interest Received 

Cash & U.S. Treasury Note on Hand, 
Dec. 31, 1974 


Cemetery Lot Fund 
Cash on Hand Jan. 1, 1974 
Interest Received 
New Funds 
Cash on Hand Dec. 31, 1974 


Capital Reserve Fund 
Cash & Certificate on Hand, 
Jan. 1, 1974 
Fire Truck (1971) 
Fire Truck (1972) 
Police Cruiser 
Surplus Highway Equip. 
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$929.65 
(705.53) 


$859.69 
(600.00) 


$1,150.00 
1,135.63 
(650.00) 


$403.23 


$61.54 
25.00 


$5,537.69 
5,237.96 
1,059.35 
2,597.96 


$12,189.92 


$12,414.04 


$11,098.82 


$11,358.51 


$14,311.91 


$15,947.54 


$ 4,920.20 


$ 5,323.43 


$ 1,060.02 


$ 1,146.56 


$14,432.96 


Interest Received: 


Fire Truck (1972) $ 57.22 

Police Cruiser 5.16 

Surplus Highway Equip. 133.89 

————__—___—— 196.27 

Payment to Town of Mason: 

Fire Truck (1971) $5,000.00 

Fire Truck (1972) 5,799.99 

Police Cruiser 1,064.51 

Surplus Highway Equip. 509.50 (12,374.00) 
Cash on Hand Dec. 31, 1974 —__—_— ap Ae ah Be 

Fire Truck (1972) Acct. 9021 S$ 632.00 


Surplus Highway Equip. AEE PRES 


NOTE: Town Treasurer will transfer year end Revenue Sharing bal- 
ance of $2,602.36 for listing under above reserve fund headed 
“Tax Map” as voted at 1974 town meeting. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Trustees of Trust Funds 
JAMES A. ROWSE 
ROBERT G. MARSHALL 
BOWMAN F. STONE 
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REPORT OF CEMETERY TRUSTEES 


Cash on Hand Jan. 1, 1974 $ 476 12 
Received from Trust Fund 
(Perpetual Care ) 650 00 
Received for Perpetual Care 1,150 00 
Received from Sale of Lots 25 00 
Received Interest 10 47 
Lotalece age 1600 deca $2,311 59 
Payments: 
Trustee of Trust Funds 
(Perpetual Care) $1,150 00 
Trustee of Trust Funds—Lot Fund 25 00 
Maintenance—Perpetual Care 823 95 
Miscellaneous Expenses 3 40 
Total Payments = = ©= —————— $2,002 35 
Cash on Hand Jan. 1, 1975 $ 809 24 


EDITH M. MARSHALL, Treasurer 


AUDITOR’S REPORT 


I have examined the accounts of the officers of the Town 
for the year 1974. My examination indicates that all receipts 
and expenditures have been accounted for and that the 
various reports will show a true statement of all financial 
transactions of the Town for 1974. 


ISABELLE ANDERSON, Town Auditor 
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LIBRARY REPORT 

Something new was added to the Mason Library services 
this year — a book delivery each Tuesday afternoon. This 
was started by the Milford Library with a government grant 
and has been most helpful to the cooperating libraries in the 
area. It allows us to borrow books, magazines and other 
material from any of the Hillstown Cooperative libraries and 
have them delivered on the following Tuesday. The service 
is so successful that we have agreed to provide a modest 
amount from our budget to pay for the travel expenses of 
the delivery driver next year. 

During the summer, Joanne Parker initiated a Children’s 
Reading Club, which encouraged the children to use part 
of their vacation to enjoy the world of books. Carol Contry- 
man added to their pleasure by holding a Storytime each 
week. We hope to continue these programs next summer. 

Your trustees could not keep the library operating without 
the faithful help of volunteers. Elsie Boyle has patiently 
taught us the proper procedures for good small library ad- 
ministration. Barbara Cumback, Sylvia Sims and Laura 
Campbell have given generously of their time, which has 
allowed us to increase the number of open hours. We are 
now open two days a week, for a total of nine hours, and we 
hope more people will take advantage of our extended hours. 

Gifts of books have come from the Cratherns, the D’Arbe- 
loffs, the Sims, the Dimmitts, the Mason School Children, 
The Southern Swedenborg Foundation, Adolph Rajala, J. 
Almus Russell, Sally Lewis and Elizabeth Orton Jones. The 
Rowses, the Conservation Commission and Bob Rogers have 
given us gifts of Magazines. Gifts of money have come from 
Virginia Miller, Bronson Potter and the Tibbetts family. 
We thank you all most sincerely. 

Special thanks go to Don Armington and his Youth Corps 
for keeping the path to the library door clear of leaves and 
snow. 


LILLIAS JOHNSON 
JOANNE PARKER Trustees 
JANET STEVENS 
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REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 


Receipts 

Town Appropriation $500 00 
Gifts 40 00 
Cash on Hand 15S 

Total Receipts = 4 £——————— 

Expenditures 

Fuel and Maintenance $126 49 
Books and Magazines 385 51 
Library Supplies 10 20 
Miscellaneous 10 00 


Total Expenditures =8=—-————— 


Balance on Hand 


$551 15 


VIRGINIA CLARK, Treasurer (Through June, 1974) 


Receipts 

Cash on Hand June, 1974 $ 18 95 
Town Appropriation 250 00 
Gifts 85 00 
Damaged Book 10 00 

Total Receipts = #§——————— 

Expenditures 

Fuel and Maintenance $284 30 
Books and Magazines 9 95 
Library Supplies 10 75 
Miscellaneous 52 


Total Expenditures = ——————— 


Balance on Hand 


Respectfully submitted, 


JANET STEVENS 

JOANNE PARKER 

LILLIAS JOHNSON 
Trustees 
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$363 95 


REPORT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 


The Breathalyzer Equipment, put into use in May, was 
purchased through the New Hampshire Highway Safety 
Commission. The Town of Mason was reimbursed full 
cost of this equipment by the Commission. Fred Gilson 
attended the one week course offered by the State of New 
Hampshire Alcohol Safety Action Project and is now one 
of two Certified Breathalyzer Operators in this area. The 
Breathalyzer has been used in 19 tests by the Mason Police 
Department and other tests by the Greenville Police De- 
partnent. 

The New Hampshire Crime Commission and the Federal 
Government matched funds with Mason on the purchase 
of one High Band Mobile Radio Unit and one portable 
radio unit. We now have direct contact with New Hamp- 
shire State Police Headquarters, State Police car to car, 
Hillsborough County Dispatch and a local frequency. We 
are looking forward to purchasing one more portable radio 
unit through the Crime Commission in 1975 with similar 
matching funds. 

The Police Answering Service and Emergency number 
is 878-1611 for the benefit of new Mason residents. 


Accident (motor vehicle ) 17 
Break & Entry & Larceny 5 
Break & Entry 10 
Larceny of Property 11 
Property Recovered 8 
Animal Complaint 63 
Complaints Received (other ) 97 
Missing Persons 10 
School Problems 9 
Juvenile Problems 11 
Assistance to Other Towns & State 20 
Assistance to Disabled Vehicles 4 
Emergency Hospital Trips 6 


4] 


Assistance on Ambulance Calls 
Fire Calls 

Special Details 

Stolen Vehicles Recovered 
Safety Lecture Class 

Summons & Warrants Served 
Mileage for 1974 

Court Cases 

House of Correction Trips 

Dog Restraining Orders Issued 
Domestic Problems 

Malicious Damage 

Stolen Vehicles 

VIN Check 

Resuscitator Calls 

Breathalyzer Tests 


MASON POLICE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL 


Chief — Fred S. Gilson 

Sergeant — John D. Paron, Sr. 
Sergeant — Ronald Lapointe 
Patrolman — Kenneth S. Tibbetts 


FRED S. GILSON, Chief of Police 
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REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT — 1974 


During 1974 we had many calls from homeowners living 
within 3 miles of the Fire Department, asking about their 
rate reduction. The Insurance Services Office was rather 
slow in getting the change in classification notices to the var- 
ious insurance companies, but by this time we presume that 
those persons eligible have received notice of their rate re- 
duction. If not, the Department suggests that you contact 
your insurance agent. 

Much of the men’s time in 1974, was spent in training on 
the new truck. The Department now runs approximately 36 
drills per year which are run at various times to accommo- 
date call men who work odd shifts. The Department also 
participated in combined drills run by the Mutual Aid Asso- 
ciation. 

The Department wishes to thank all the townpeople who 
participated in our coin saver card program. Response this 
year was quite good. 

In December of 1974, Engine 1 was removed from service 
until major repair can be completed on it. We expect to 
have the truck back in service in late March. 

Don Armington, with the help of Youth Corps personnel, 
has laid the flooring on the second floor of the station. Work 
on the station progresses slowly as funds permit. 

The Department has room for a few more members. Any- 
one interested in joining is invited to attend a meeting. 
These are held at 8 P.M. on the first and third Thursdays of 
every month. 

Our thanks to neighboring towns for Mutual Aid assist- 
ance during 1974. 
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Activity Report 1974 


Public buildings inspected 

Private buildings inspected (by owner's request ) 
Oil burners inspected 

Oil burners reinspected 

Structural fires 

Car fires 

Special service calls 

Smoke investigation 

Mutual Aid given 


Respectfully submitted, 
ALWIN E. HODSON, Fire Chief 
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Fire Warden’s Report 


All open burning when the ground is not covered with snow is 
controlled by the Town Forest Fire Warden in cooperation with the 
New Hampshire Forest Fire Service. Anyone wishing to kindle a 
fire out-of-doors when the ground is not covered with snow must 
have a written permit signed by the Town Forest Fire Warden. If 
the fire is to be kindled on land not owned by the person kindling 
the fire then he must have the permission of the landowner. No 
outdoor fires can be kindled between 9 A.M. and 5 P.M. unless it is 
raining, without the additional approval of the District Forest Fire 
Chief. 

The 1974 forest fire season was one of the worst in the past two 
decades. Woodlands in central and southern New Hampshire became 
so dry in mid August that the Governor and Council, upon the rec- 
ommendation of the State Forester, enacted a partial woodlands 
closure in Sullivan, Cheshire, Hillsborough, Merrimack and Belknap 
Counties and a complete woodlands closure in Strafford and Rock- 
ingham Counties plus the Towns of Barnstead, Gilmanton and Alton 
in Belknap County. Through the excellent cooperation of the citizens 
of our State no major forest fire occured at any time during the year. 


1974 FOREST FIRE STATISTICS 
No. of Fires No. of Acres 


State 871 915 
District 163 106 
Town 0 0 


WINTHROP H. HANNAFORD, District Fire Chief 


ALWIN E. HODSON, JR., Forest Fire Warden 
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REPORT OF THE CIVIL DEFENSE DIRECTOR 
Annual Report — 1974 


Approval of annual program papers, Mason Civil Defense, 
was received July 26, 1974 for fiscal year 1975 (June ‘74- 
June °75). This is a yearly requirement, and if not complied 
with, Mason Civil Defense requests for surplus equipment 
for Mason would not be honored by State and Federal Civil 
Defense Agencies. 

An engine was acquired through Civil Defense sources to 
replace a damaged engine in one of the town trucks. 

Through the combined efforts of Mason Civil Defense 
and the MVFD, a warning whistle has been placed on top 
of the MVFD fire house for fire and civil defense purposes. 
It now can be operated manually and will be eventually 
operated electrically through Wilton Mutual Aid Control 
Center. It is estimated that this whistle can be heard by 
50% of the town. When fully operational, signal meanings 
will be made known. 

Application was made to and approved by the Federal 
Communications Commission for renewal of Citizens Radio 
Service license. Mason, presently, has 12 active units. 


CLIFTON W. HASTINGS, Director 
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REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

Your Planning Board continued with another busy year 
in 1974. Meetings were held the last Thursday of each 
month except for substitute dates in deference to Halloween 
and Thanksgiving. Interim meetings were frequent, and 
several public hearings were held as required. 

Last year we reported that our attention was then 
directed toward controlling the depletion of our natural re- 
sources, especially by outside contractors, as well as cor- 
recting and improving our ordinances and regulations. 
Under Article 2 of the 1974 Town Warrant, we submitted 
ten amendments for the voters’ decision in this regard. 

In addition, we were able to complete and adopt as of 
October 19, 1974, amendments to the Subdivision Regula- 
tions that increased the then eight pages to the present 
thirty-five pages. The amendments were needed in large 
part to provide more adequate control for the inevitable 
major subdivision, although there are included provisions 
for the division of a lot into two parcels under “Minor Sub- 
division.” Our appreciation is extended to those who at- 
tended our meetings and public hearing as their interest and 
suggestions improved the regulations. 

We must again express our gratitude for the continual and 
constant assistance of the Southwestern New Hampshire 
Regional Planning Commission. 

Personnel changes have again occurred as a result of 
Harold Elliott being elected Selectman, excluding him as a 
member other than ex-officio, and he replaced Raymond 
Parker in this capacity. James Martin resigned, and the two 
vacancies have been ably filled by Darrell Lawler and Jean- 
ette Ammon. Isabelle Farrey replaced Virginia Abbott as 
Secretary. 

It is hoped that 1975 may see us take some definite steps 
toward the development of a Master Plan. The number and 
size of these steps will be influenced by the time allowed 
by subdivision activity and the interest evidenced by the 
Town. 


Respectfully submitted, 
PAUL C. STEVENS, Chairman, Planning Board 


REPORT OF THE 
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Covering Projected Items of Expenditure for 1975 

The Committee met with the Selectmen and Heads of the 
various Town Departments on January 14 to consider pro- 
posed Budget for 1975. 

Only those items which changed materially from the pre- 
vious year are commented on below. 

1) Town Officers’ Expenses are up $900.00 due largely to 
new items of $50.00 each for the Board of Adjustment and 
the Highway Safety Committee; the necessity of purchasing 
a new Computer, an increase in the Town Auditor's Salary 
and a higher cost for printing the Town Report. 

2) Retirement and Social Security benefit costs are up 
due to higher rates and more people on the payroll. Em- 
ployees Insurance is up for the same reason. 

3) The Police Department figure was approved at 
$14,800.00 to allow for increases in compensation which are 
long overdue. 

4) While other Fire Departments are requesting 14 to 18 
per cent increases in their appropriations, Chief Hodson 
feels that a 7 per cent increase is adequate for Mason. 

5) The Insurance cost is down in spite of an increase on 
the Town Hall building and on the Library Contents. A 
new “Floater” policy was also necessary on certain Fire 
Equipment items. The 1974 budget figure was high due to 
a make-up for over-expenditures in 1973. In connection with 
Insurance Coverage we believe that Accident and Health 
Insurance should be taken out on our Volunteer and Short 
Term workers, who would get little or no benefit from 
Workmen’s Compensation in the event of an accident. 

6) The Souhegan Valley Ambulance Service needs a new 
Ambulance this year. They have made an arrangement 
whereby they can trade four year old units for two year old 
units on a regular basis. At five years of age an Ambulance 
is practically worthless. It is also felt that each of the two 
Vehicles should be equipped with High Band “Hear Sys- 
tems” Radio Sets for instant contact with Hospitals while 
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en route. The figure of $2,660 is a multiplication of the 
population (591) by the Four Town Factor of $4.50 per 
person. 

7) The item for Winter Roads might have remained 
constant and Summer Roads increased by $4,000.00. The 
Road Agent, however, in consultation with the Selectmen, 
determined that $2,000.00 worth of summer work could 
actually be accomplished during the winter months. The 
Road Agent specified the work he felt was necessary in or- 
der to properly maintain our roads. He will again outline 
the proposed work at town meeting, where the Townspeople 
can form their own opinion as to the amount of work they 
wish to authorize. 

8) General Highway Expenses show an increase of 
$1,500.00. The higher cost of purchasing and installing Re- 
pair Parts is largely responsible for this. 

9) Public Service Company of New Hampshire has ad- 
vised that Street Lighting costs will be higher. 

10) Town Poor Costs are lower due to other sources of 
help becoming available. 

11) Old Age Assistance is reduced due to the loss of two 
of our older citizens. 

12) The amount approved for the Conservation Com- 
mission provides for completing the survey of the Jeffts and 
Scripture lots and makes $500.00 available for planting new 
trees on the Town Commons. 

13) We pay $209.00 to support the Monadnock Region 
Association and $401.00 for our membership in the South- 
west Regional Planning Association. The balance consists 
of other fees for membership and dues. 

14) The borrowing to make the payment for the Fire 
Truck increased our obligation for Interest on Temporary 
Loans. 

Warrant Articles 

The following are possible Warrant Articles. They are 
by no means final or complete. We comment on our knowl- 
edge of them as of the date of our meeting with the Select- 
men. 
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1) The present State Law providing public officials with 
“Governmental Immunity” expires on July 1, 1975 putting 
the Selectmen in a position where they feel they should be 
protected in the event of “Mal Practice” action being taken 
against them. It does not seem wise for the Town to as- 
sume the obligation through “Self Insurance.” In our opin- 
ion an Insurance Policy is the best means of protection. The 
cost was estimated to be in the vicinity of $1,000.00. 

2) The Board felt that it was provident to lay aside 
$1,000.00 in the Capital Reserve Fund for timely purchases 
of Surplus Highway Equipment. 

3) $1,000.00 should also be “Reserved” each year to re- 
place the Police Cruisers at regular intervals. 

4) $250.00 for Water Holes continues the work started 
last year. 

5) $5,000.00 meets the principal obligation on the Fire 
Truck Loan. 

6) It is necessary to spend $980.00 for necessary repairs 
in order to make Engine No. | operative again. 

7) $200.00 is requested by the Trustees of Trust Funds 
in cooperation with the Cemetery Trustees as an annual 
addition to the new Cemetery Land Purchase Reserve Fund. 

8) $500.00 is the amount voted last year to defray the 
cost of using State Appraisers to make the necessary adjust- 
ments in property assessments. 

9) Of the estimated $8,800.00 Federal Revenue Sharing 
money to be received this year, it is hoped that $7,800.00 
may be set aside as a Reserve against the Tax Map costs. 

The Financial Advisory Committee estimates that the 
valuation figure for the Town will be $6,750,000. We see a 
net Commitment of $225,000 and a Tax Rate of $33.33 per 
M. 
Every $6,750 voted or denied represents $1.00 on the rate. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES A. ROWSE, Chairman 
Financial Advisory Committee 
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REPORT OF THE BUILDING INSPECTOR 


There have been twenty-two (22) building permits issued 
during 1974. They were issued for the following: 


14) Permanent Dwellings 
(5) Additions to Homes 
(1) Barn 

(1) Shed 

(1) Septic System 


Respectfully submitted, 
KENNETH B. WILSON 


Building Inspector 
Town of Mason, N. H. 
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REPORT OF THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD YOUTH CORPS OF MASON, N. H. 


1974 Summer Program 
1974-1975 In School Program 
1974-1975 Out of School Program 


The educational subjects covered were forestry, road im- 
provement, landscaping, improvement of playgrounds and 
playground safety, painting, repair of furniture, furniture 
refinishing and carpentry. 

Ten youths participated in the 1974 Summer Program. 
Five worked under the direction of the Road Agent and five 
with the supervisor. 

Eight youths started to participate in the 1974-1975 In 
School Program. One dropped out. Two are working under 
the direction of the Road Agent and five with the supervisor. 

Two youths are participating in the Out of School Pro- 
gram. Two started with the supervisor and one was trans- 
ferred to work under the direction of the Road Agent. 

The boys and girls worked at the town hall and its grounds 
the pine grove at the town parking lot, the town pound, the 
cemeteries, the fire station and grounds, the Mason School 
playgrounds and the town roads. 

To prepare our young adults for the working world, they 
have worked under varying degrees of supervision. 

The Mason Youth Corp operated for fifty-one weeks in 
1974 and expects to operate for fifty weeks in 1975. 

The Youth Corp wishes to thank Road Agent Curtis M. 
Dunn, Superintendent of Cemetery Grounds Frank Newell, 
Councilor Mrs. Josephine Steckevicy, Board of Selectmen 
and townspeople who have cooperated to make this program 
a success. 


DONALD A. ARMINGTON, Supervisor 


52 


SOUHEGAN VALLEY 
AMBULANCE DISTRICT SERVICE 


Annual Report 


As of 31 December 1974 the Souhegan Valley Ambulance 
District Service will have completed almost two and one- 
half years service. During this period the service has con- 
tinually been upgraded, and in the forthcoming years a 
continuing effort will be made to follow this through. 

For the year 1975 the towns have been asked to appro- 
priate the sum of $4.50 per capita. This increase is needed 
to be able to replace one ambulance and to update a portion 
of the radio equipment. The cost of maintenance and sup- 
plies has also increased. 

During 1974 the Service answered 112 calls. The calls 
per town are as follows: Greenville, 31; Mason, 11; New 
Ipswich, 57; Temple, 6; Miscellaneous, 7. 

We wish to thank all the services involved, especially 
Nelson’s Answering Service, and all the volunteer drivers 
and attendants and everyone who has helped during the 
past year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH E. BRODERICK, fr. 
JANET M. ANDREWS 


GARY LaFRENIERE 
JAMES W. ALBREE 
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Balance Sheet 1974 and Proposed Budget 


Expenses of operations from 1 January 1975 to 31 Decem- 
ber 1975. Listed categories of 1974 budget, actual cost, and 


projected for 1975. 


Surplus 1973 — $3,191.08 
Insurance 
Licensing of Attendants 
Maintenance: 
Ambulance Equipment 
Radios 
Supplies: 
Disposable Medical 
Office 
Gas and Oil 
Improvement Program: 
Medical Equipment 
Ambulance 
Radios 
Registration 
Training Program 
Clerical Work 
Miscellaneous 


Surplus 1974 — $1,769.78 


1974 


Projected 


Budget 


$2,000.00 
75.00 


1,500.00 
500.00 


1,000.00 
250.00 
500.00 


1,000.00 
4,000.00 
1,000.00 
200.00 
1,200.00 
700.00 
150.00 


$14,075.00 
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Actual 


$1,786.00 


48.00 


1,521.80 
207.73 


1,002.48 
149.20 
657.47 


2,390.00 
4,000.00 


183.07 
1,000.40 
461.95 
186.51 


$13,595.11 


Projected 


1975 


$2,000.00 


75.00 


2,000.00 
500.00 


1,000.00 
300.00 
800.00 


1,000.00 
9,500.00 
1,500.00 
200.00 
600.00 
700.00 
500.00 


$20,675.00 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Annual Report — 1974 

Reference is made to the Hill property on Brookline Road 
and the conserving of cedar trees on the property. Initial 
correspondence with Mr. Hill indicated his interest in a 
conservation easement for purposes of protecting the trees 
and the historic cellar hole nearby. He later changed his 
mind, decided to sell the property, and wanted no ease- 
ments involved. 

Annual cleaning of trash from the sides of town roads 
was done in May. Many thanks to the many young people 
who helped, to the adults who volunteered their trucks and 
time, and to the remaining minority of adults who showed 
interest in this project. 

The commission’s main project during 1974 was survey- 
ing the Coyne Wildlife Sanctuary. Our thanks to the Ford 
Foundation for giving the necessary funds, to commission 
members for volunteering their time, and to Mr. Albert 
Schaal, surveyor from Peterboro, who gave us more assist- 
ance than what he billed us. The survey is now 95% com- 

lete. 

There were no applications for Conservation Camp at 
Bear Brook State Park in 1974. We hope that at least two 
young people will show some interest in 1975. Camp is 
held, usually in June, shortly after school vacation begins, 
and lasts one week. Prerequisites are (1) at least 14 years 
old and having completed the eighth grade, (2) not having 
attended the camp previously, and (3) having a completed 
medical certificate. 

The commission’s plans for the future are as follows: 

1. Complete the survey of the Wildlife Sanctuary. 

2. Survey the Jeft and Scripture lots which are Conserva- 
tion Commission properties. 

3. With the help of the Boy Scouts and Project SOAR, 
(a Boy Scout program) plant seedlings in the remainder of 
the town grove along Meetinghouse Hill Road. 

4, Plant trees to replace those either diseased and/or 
cut down in Mason center. 

5. Complete a dam at the water-hole site adjacent to the 
MVFD. CLIFTON W. HASTINGS, Chairman 


1974 MEMORIAL DAY REPORT 


Peace was the theme of Mason’s Memorial Day last year. 
The town hall was crowded as our school children presented 
their program that included the Nations of the World and 
the Races of Man. Mrs. Frost and her staff of teachers 
assisted by Anna Rowse and Anne Fifield had done it again— 
given us an outstanding program in memory of all Mason 
men and women who had served our country in time of 
danger. Presentation of the colors and singing the National 
Anthem had preceded the exercises. 

The line of march led by our retired veterans, Col. Charles 
Crathern (Army), Col. Harold Elliott (Air Force), Capt. 
Robert Polk (Navy) took us to Pleasant View Cemetery 
where graves were decorated and a final salute by the firing 
squad was given to those no longer with us. Over 100 graves 
had been decorated in the cemeteries of Mason with fresh 
U.S. flags by veterans Arthur Rafter, Curtis M. Dunn, and 
Darrell Lawler. Charles Babb, our Spanish War vet placed 
a wreath at the Soldiers Monument on the common and Sgt. 
Lowell Swisher gave a fine talk on “The High Cost of Free- 
dom”. Taps followed. C.W.O. Clifton Hastings (Ret.) was 
parade officer. 

We thank all who were there to help us remember— 
especially: 

V.F.W. Post, Milford, Color Guard, Firing Squad and 
many members 

American Legion Band, Fitchburg—George Talcott, 
Leader 

American Legion Post 283 and Auxiliary, Lunenburg 

All Vets in line of march 


Memorial Day Committee 
CHARLES BABB, Honorary—Spanish War 
CHARLES F. H. CRATHERN—World War I 
ARTHUR RAFTER—World War II 
CLIFTON HASTINGS—Korea 
HAROLD ELLIOTT—Vietnam 
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REPORT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY COMMITTEE 
January 2, 1975 


The Highway Safety Committee had a very productive 
year, and the Committee regretfully accepted the resigna- 
tion of Kerry Donovan, as Chairman. Bowman Stone was 
elected chairman for the ensuing term of office. 

The State of New Hampshire Highway Department has 
consented to rectify the hazardous condition that exists on 
the so-called Barrett Hill Road, on Route 124, in Mason. 

This year as a result of continued visits and pressure by 
the Committee, this section of road in Mason has been se- 
lected as the first priority under the Safer Roads Demonstra- 
tion Program created by the 1973 Federal-Aid Highway 
Act for fiscal year 1975. At the present time the work com- 
pleted is of the basic surveys and designs. However, we 
do hope that the actual construction will take place in early 
summer of this year. 

We are endeavoring to persuade the Highway Depart- 
ment to correct the present dangerous curve on Route 123, 
south in Mason. The present property owner is Anthony 
Limitone, who has agreed to cooperate with the State High- 
way Department. We certainly appreciate Mr. Limitone’s 
generosity with this project. It certainly will be a distinctive 
advantage to the safety of the Mason residents, as this is 
a very dangerous curve and we have had several accidents 
in this vicinity. 

The Breathalyzer, which was acquired through the past 
year for the Police Department has proved effective by 
Chief Gilson. He also reports that the breathalyzer has been 
used approximately 30 times. The reimbursement for the 
breathalyzer has now been received by the town. 

Numerous road signs have also been ordered under the 
direction of our Road Agent, Mr. Curtis Dunn, and the 
Committee. 


Respectfully, BOWMAN F. STONE, Chairman 
Highway Safety Committee 
Town, Mason, N. H. 
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TOWN MEETING — MARCH 5, 1974 


Town meeting called to order by Moderator Clark at 2:00 P.M. War- 
rant read — voting articles only — polls declared open. Voting fol- 
lowed — votes cast 174 — polls closed 7:00 P.M. 

Meeting called to order 7:40 P.M. Warrant read. Result of voting 
announced by Moderator. 

Article 1: 

Selectman for 3 years — Harold Elliott 

Delegates to Constitutional Convention — Final count gave Mil- 
ford four delegates, who also represent Mason. 

School Board — 3 years — Donna Lawler 

Article 2: Planning Ordinance Amendments passed 89 to 78. 

Article 3: To choose all necessary Town Officers. 

3 year Library Trustee — Janet Stevens — elected by show of 
hands 

3 year Trustee of Cemetery — Frank Newell — Clerk authorized 
to cast 1 vote 

3 year Trustee of Trust Funds — Robert Marshall — Clerk au- 
thorized to cast 1 vote 

1 year Trustee of Trust Funds — Bowman Stone — show of hands 

1 year Auditor — Isabelle Anderson — Clerk authorized to cast 
1 vote 

Duly sworn into office by Moderator were R. Marshall, B. Stone, F. 
Newell, J. Stevens and D. Lawler. 

Article 4: Selectmen Chairman Henry Abbott “moved to raise 
and appropriate a sum of money as may be needed to defray town 
charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of the same’’. 
It was quickly pointed out that no specific sum of money was desig- 
nated. Discussion established that; 1. County Tax is set by County 
Delegates, 2. School Tax is set at school meeting, 3. Town meeting 
establishes only total town expenditures which are listed in town 
report as $89,539.00. Selectman Abbott withdrew his motion and 
moved to raise and appropriate $89,539.00 to defray town charges for 
the ensuing year. Much discussion followed on all line items. Delay- 
ing tactics were evident. Comments were; 1973 tax rate up $5.00, 
1974 tax rate headed for 30% increase, too much too fast, highway 
funds should be cut $7,000 saving $5.00 on tax rate not increasing it. 
Road Agent pointed out costs of labor and materials up, tar up, trying 
to build up new equipment and bring roads back from neglect of past 
few years. Town hall expense high for use it gets, roof damage cov- 
ered by insurance. Question moved, voice vote on budget motion 
doubtful, hand count, lost. Isn’t Revenue Sharing to be spent not 
saved, town obligations to be considered, tax map, dump, fire truck. 
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The people decide how to spend Revenue Sharing money on budget 
items and stipulate how much on what. Selectmen cannot decide, 
must be instructed. Why not cut budget 10 to 20% and leave sol- 
ution to Selectmen as to what items to cut. Recess called by Moder- 
ator Clark — chance for informal talk — all amendments to change 
motion on floor to be in writing and better not mess with Revenue 
Sharing and T.R.A. road money. Meeting called to order 9:55. Motion 
by Strauss to amend motion on Article 4 to read $93,539 to defray 
town charges including $83,539 for town expenses and $10,000 for 
County Tax and to direct Selectmen to recognize the use of Revenue 
Sharing funds both past and future on certain budget items. 

Question moved on amendment by Strauss to Article 4, lost. 
Question moved on original Article 4 motion to end debate or con- 
tinue. Passed — no more debate. Moved and seconded to adjourn, 
declared illegal by Moderator. Motion on floor who wants to conclude 
Article 4 — positive — by show of hands. Motion to amend Article 
4 to read $93,539 including $83,539 for town charges and $10,000 
County Tax — cuts budget $6,000 — standing vote — not passed. 
Motion to close debate on original article — standing vote — passed. 
Voting on Article 4 to raise and appropriate $89,539 to defray town 
charges passed in the affirmative. 


Moved to adjourn to Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Passed in the affirmative at 
10:25 P.M. 


Article 5: Passed authorizing borrowing money against taxes. 

Article 6: Increased salary of Treasurer $300 to $400. 

Article 7: Appropriated $2,863.99 for new police cruiser. 

Article 8: Authorized payment of $5,000 using Revenue Sharing 
Money for first of 4 payments on town note for purchase of fire truck. 

Article 9: Authorized payment of $2,293.20 Revenue Sharing 
money for purchase of Sand Spreader. 

Article 10: Approved $500 payment for necessary adjustments on 
1974 property assessments by Tax Commission appraisers. 

Article 11: $407.32 voted as town’s share of S.W.N.H.R.P.C. 

Article 12: Couldn’t look gift horse in the face — passed $840 
for breathtesting device. Fully reimbursed by State. 

Article 13: Voted $874 for two fire proof files (amended to use 
Revenue Sharing Funds). 

Article 14: Passed $300 for repairs to vault roof at Pleasant View 
Cemetery. Illegal to use Revenue Sharing money for wages. 

Article 15: Voted $250 for repair of entrances to Prospect Hill 
Cemetery. 

Article 16: Defeated — no cap stones for Town Pound. 

Article 17: Amended to read ‘to join in study with other com- 
munities concerning use of’? a Solid Waste Disposal. Excellent pre- 
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sentation of dump problem by Selectman Elliott. Passed with amend- 
ment. 

Article 18: Negative vote. 

Article 19: Dept. of Public Works tabled for more study. 

Article 20: Voted to establish Capital Reserve Fund. 

Article 21: Tabled $1,000 for police cruiser to be put in Reserve 
Fund. 

Article 22: Authorized forming permanent Water Hole Committee 
of 3 including 1 member of Fire Dept., and appointed by Selectmen. 
Committee appointed December 1974 — B. Berry, C. M. Dunn, C. 
Fifield. 

Article 23: $250 for water hole maintenance. 

Article 24: Amended to read “Balance of 1974 Revenue Sharing 
plus interest” to Reserve Fund for tax map of town. 

Article 25: Authorized Selectmen to accept Federal and State 
aid after natural disasters. 

Article 26: Approved budget of $150 for M.A.R.B.C. and com- 
mittee of 3 to be chosen by Historical Society. 

Article 27: Semi-Annual Tax Billing defeated. 

Article 28: 2% discount on taxes defeated. 

Article 29: Scenic roads to be established — defeated. 

Article 30: Passed. 

Article 31: Voted to reopen and maintain Scripps Lane 1,215 
feet from Brookline Road to James Washburn residence. 

Voted to adjourn 11:52 P.M. 


CHARLES F. H. CRATHERN, Town Clerk 
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TOWN MEETING 
PRIMARY BIENNIAL ELECTIONS 


September 10, 1974 


Moderator Clark called meeting to order at 2:00 P.M. Warrant 
read. Polls declared open. Voting light. Polls declared closed at 
7:00 P.M. by Moderator Pro Tem Abbott. Ballots counted. Total 
ballots cast 890 — Republican 70 —- Democrat 16 — Absentee ballots 
4. Voters on check list 322. Results of voting: 


Governor — Meldrim Thomson, Jr. 40 Richard Leonard 10 
Senator — Louis Wyman 46 John Durkin 6 
Congress — James Cleveland 51 Helen Bliss 11 


N.H. Senator — C. R. Trowbridge 35 
N.H. Representatives — 


M. C. Carter, Milford 40 Harold Gaffney 4 

Roscoe Coburn, Milford 40 John Lorden 5 

Chas. Ferguson, Milford 40 Jean Mammola 4 

Salvatore Grasso, Milford 35 

Mason 
Check List Supervisor — 

Mary Gilson 19 Mary Gilson 16 
Moderator — William Clark 27 William Clark 9 
State Convention — Shirley Morley 17 Shirley Morley of 

Results of state ballot on file at Sec. of State office — Concord. 


Meeting closed by Moderator, 8:35. 


CHARLES F. H. CRATHERN, Town Clerk 
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TOWN MEETING 


BIENNIAL ELECTION 


November 5, 1974 


i él 


Moderator Clark called meeting to order at 2:00 P.M. Warrant 
read, polls declared open. Voting light. Checklist voters 320 — votes 
cast 164. Polls closed 7:00 P.M. Ballots counted — Republicans 100 
— Democrats 57 — Absentee 7. Results of voting: 


Republican 
Governor Thomson 87 
U.S. Senator Wyman 94 
Congressman Cleveland 100 
State Senator Trowbridge 139 


Democratic 
Leonard 70 
Durkin 60 
Bliss 56 


N.H. Gen. Court — Ferguson, Carter, Coburn, Grasso all of Milford 


who also represent Mason. 
Checklist Supervisor — Mary Gilson 150 
Moderator — William Clark 144 


Proposed amendment to Constitution — all 7 passed. Detail of 
County vote on file with Secretary of State in Concord. 


Meeting closed by Moderator 9:30 P.M. 


LINDA ROUSSEAU, Deputy Town Clerk 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


Marriages Registered in the Town of Mason, N. H. 
for the Year Ending December 31, 1974 


Get Name Residence Married by 
Feb. 24 Louis Albert Meredith Fitchburg, Ma. C.cb Hi Cratherm 
Natalia Orlow Utley Lunenburg, Ma. J.P. - Mason 
Mar. 30 Robert Young Grant Mason, N.H. C. F._H. Crathern 
Sandra Lee Brockelbank Mason, N.H. J.P. - Mason 
Apr. 16 Stephen P. Oldro Mason, N.H. C. F. H. Crathern 
Sharon Ann Hallock Mason, N.H. J.P. - Mason 
Apr. 20 David Alfred Boutotte Fitchburg, Ma. GC, Fo it Crathern 
Linda Lou Clegg Mason, N.H. J.P. - Mason 
June 7 Philip Clair Mason Greenville, N.H. C. F. H. Crathern 
Phyllis Edna Desautels Fitchburg, Ma. J.P. - Mason 
July 6 Kenneth Robert Castonguay New Ipswich, N.H. Rev. F. R. Lamothe 
Cynthia Ann Wilson Mason, N.H. Greenville 
July 20 Ernest Louis Hyatt Mason, N.H. Rev. Normand Pepin 
Cecile Pepin Edwards Jaffrey, N.H. Jaffrey 
July 27 John Daley Robinson Mason, N.H. Rev. Craig Richards 
Marie Louise Parker Milford, N.H. Milford 
Oct. 19 Michael Charles Nix Jaffrey, N.H Rev. Larry LeFeber 
Diane Elizabeth Hastings Mason, N.H. Mason 
Dec. 21 Robert Victor Ziminsky Mason, N.H. Rev. Richard Webb 
Amy Barbara Hancock Atkinson, N.H. Plaistow 
Births Registered in the Town of Mason, N. H. 
for the Year Ending December 31, 1974 
Date Childs Name Parents 
1974 
July 26 Mathew Jason Daniel Elliott 
Paula Randle 
Aug. 9 Christopher Allen, Jr. Christopher Allen Steele 
Heidi Washburn 
Aug. 28 Aiyanna Celina Richard Henry Beausoleil 
Charyl Ann Lawrence 
Aug. 29 Kristen Meredith Stephen Edgar White 
Vinorah Jane Logan 
Sept. 8 Benjamin Jeffrey Robert Robins Sims 
¥ Sylvia Ann Chesterman 
Oct. 21 Steven Michael Kenneth Michael Chase 
Kathleen Karen Dewitt 
Dec. 6 Rebecca Jane Kenneth Robert Castonguay 
Cynthia Ann Wilson 
Dec. 14 Erik Barry Barry Jens Erhardt 
Susan Eileene Sawyer 
Dec. 19 Dennis Cone, Jr. Dennis Cone Farrell 
Beatrice E. Lord 
Dec. 28 Brian Thomas Richard Havilland Atkinson 
Rosemary L. Glover 
Deaths Registered in the Town of Mason, N. H. 
for the Year Ending December 31, 1974 
Date Name Residence Cemetery 
1974 
Jan. 3 James Bell Mason, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
Jan. 3 William Bruce Adams Fitchburg, Ma. Prospect Hill, Mason 
Jan. 26 Sophie Rajala Mason, N.H. Riverside, Townsend 
Feb. 6 Joseph Willey Mason, N.H. Pratt, Mason 
May 21 Mabel Newell Mason, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
une 8 Marion Crathern Zeller Dunbarton, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
une 15 Elsie Maydell Haley Mason, N.H. Eliot, Me. 
July 26 Mathew Jason Elliott Mason, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
Aug. 9 Christopher Allen Steele, Jr. Mason, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
Aug. 26 Margaret Bell Hughes Greenville, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
Sept. 2 Hazel Lord Mason, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
Sept. 6 Charles Edgar Tarbell Mason, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
Sept. 24 Earle R. Robinson Mason, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
ec. 2 Harriet Lawrence Wright New Ipswich, N.H. Prospect Hill, Mason 
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ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORTS 


State of New Hampshire 


SCHOOL WARRANT 
For Election of Officers on March 4, 1975 


To the inhabitants of the MASCENIC REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, qualified to vote in the MASCENIC 
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet on the FOURTH day of 
MARCH 1975 — 


GREENVILLE VOTERS at the Community Hall in 
Greenville at 10:00 o'clock in the forenoon. 


MASON VOTERS at the Mason Town Hall in Mason at 
2:00 o'clock in the afternoon. 


NEW IPSWICH VOTERS at the Mascenic Regional 
School in New Ipswich at 10:00 o'clock in the forenoon, 
to act upon the following subjects: 


(Polls will be open for balloting at designated hours above 
and will not close before 6:00 p.m. in Greenville, 7:00 p.m. 
in Mason, and 7:00 p.m. in New Ipswich.) 


1. To choose a Moderator, by ballot, for the ensuing 
year. 


2. To choose two (2) members of the School Board, by 
ballot, one from the Town of Greenville, and one from the 
town of New Ipswich, each member so chosen to serve for 
a term of three (3) years. 
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3. To choose two (2) members of the School Board, by 
ballot, one from the town of Greenville, and one from the 
town of New Ipswich, each member so chosen to serve for 
a term of one (1) year. 


4, To choose two (2) Auditors, by ballot, for the ensuing 
year. 


Given under our hands at said NEW IPSWICH this 10th 
day of February, 1975. 


CLYDE S. EATON, Chairman 

ALICE V. SIMILA 

RUSSELL R. COOK 

DONNA LAWLER 

PEARL S. THOMPSON 
School Board 


A true copy of Warrant — Attest: 
CLYDE S. EATON, Chairman 
ALICE V. SIMILA 
RUSSELL R. COOK 
DONNA LAWLER 
PEARL S. THOMPSON 

School Board 
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State of New Hampshire 


SCHOOL WARRANT 
For Annual District Meeting on March 12, 1975 


To the inhabitants of the MASCENIC REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, qualified to vote in the MASCENIC 
REGIONAL SCHOOL District affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at the MASCENIC RE- 
GIONAL MIDDLE-SENIOR SCHOOL in said district on 
the TWELFTH of MARCH 1975 at eight (8:00) o'clock 
in the afternoon to act on the following subjects: 


5. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, 
of Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto. 


6. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate 
a sum of money not to exceed Seven Thousand Dollars 
($7,000.00) to continue work on the Athletic Field for the 
Mascenic Regional School. 


7. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000.00) for a Tractor, 
or take any action relating thereto. 


8. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) to help in 
implementing RSA 189:1l-a (to make available a nutritious 
lunch to every pupil) by 1976, or take any action relating 
thereto. 


9. To see what sum of money the district will vote to 
raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for the 
salaries of school district officers and agents, and for the pay- 
ment of statutory obligations of the district. 
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10. To transact any other business that may legally 
come before the meeting. 


Given under our hands at said NEW IPSWICH this 10th 
day of February, 1975. 


CLYDE S. EATON, Chairman 

ALICE V. SIMILA 

RUSSELL R. COOK 

DONNA LAWLER 

PEARL S. THOMPSON 
School Board 


A true copy of Warrant — Attest: 
CLYDE S. EATON, Chairman 
ALICE V. SIMILA 
RUSSELL R. COOK 
DONNA LAWLER 
PEARL S. THOMPSON 

School Board 
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MASCENIC REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 


Carl E. Bowers 


Once again it is time to make a progress report on the 
schools for this past year. 

Our most important assignment today is to educate our 
girls and boys so that they may be able to better cope with 
the existing society that has become more complex. 

Each year brings changes on our staff at both the elemen- 
tary and secondary levels. Some of the reasons for termina- 
tion are as follows: Professional Development, Retirement, 
Teach out of State, Personal, and Financial. 

There is little doubt that stability of the staff is of utmost 
importance if we wish to establish continuity of programs 
at all levels. An effort was made to correct salary differ- 
ences and be somewhat competitive. In this year’s budget, 
the following salary guide was adopted. 


Salary Guide for Instructional Staff — 1974-75 
Adopted 3-18-74 


Credited 
Years of Bachelor’s Master’s 

Experience Degree BA + 15 Degree MA + 15 
0 $ 6,800 $ 7,000 $ 7,200 $ 7,400 
1 7,130 7,000 7,530 7,730 
2 7,460 7,660 7,860 8,060 
3 7,790 7,990 8,190 8,390 
4 8,120 8,320 8,520 8,720 
5 8,450 8,650 8,850 9,050 
6 8,780 8,980 9,180 9,380 
7 9,110 9,310 9,510 9,710 
8 9,440 9,640 9,840 10,040 
9 9,770 9,970 10,170 10,370 
10 10,100 10,300 10,500 10,700 


During the month of May, the Mascenic Regional School 
was visited by a committee representing the New England 
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Association of Schools and Colleges. The purpose of this 
visit was to provide a check on the self-evaluation carried 
out by the school staff. The reasons for conducting such an 
assessment are obvious and, hopefully, will result in im- 
proved education for the students enrolled at Mascenic. 

The staff at Mascenic, under the leadership of Mr. Thomas 
A. Mohan, are to be commended for a job well done. Due to 
their efforts, we have been accredited for a period of two 
years. A progress report, due on June 1, 1976, should indi- 
cate the status of each recommendation and/or limitations 
listed below: 


1. Overall model be established for curriculum develop- 
ment maximizing interdepartmental communication and 
coordination. 

2. Co-curricular offerings be expanded in accordance. 
with student needs. 

3. Formal system of collecting and recording data on 
graduates be established. 

4, School objectives be stated in specific, clearly defined 
language. 

5. Curriculum growth and expansion in appropriate areas 
be supported to include career education, music, home econ- 
omics, occupational courses, and science. 

6. Oversized classes be reduced in numbers. 

7. Health and safety measures be taken in industrial arts 
areas to include the installation of ventilation in the metal 
shop and service areas and a dust-collection system in the 
woodworking area, the provision of proper eye and apparel 
safety, and the establishment of clearly marked safety zones 
around hazardous areas. 


8. Safety measures in science areas be improved. 

9. Program for students with special needs be developed. 

10. Board of education adopt a codified system of writ- 
ten policies and regulations. 

11. Long-range plans be developed to build continuing 
public support within the three communities for the school’s 


program. 
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The Commendations are as follows: 


1. Efforts of the administration and staff to implement 
the dropout prevention program. 

2. Effort made to involve community representatives in 
vocational programs through the establishment of a voca- 
tional advisory board. 

3. Deep commitment on the part of the staff to individ- 
ualize learning. 

4. Recognition and support of a bi-lingual educational 
program. 

5. Proposed addition of a remedial reading specialist 
for grades 9-12. 

6. Guidance department for making full use of local, 
state, and regional referral services. 

_ 7. Administrative-staff efforts to make needed adjust- 
ments in the physical plant to accommodate a change in the 
philosophy of the school’s organization. 

8. School community for building an attractive consoli- 
dated facility. 

9. Development and implementation of a salary schedule 
designed to retain and attract competent professional per- 
sonnel. 


Each year brings us a little closer in meeting the goal of 
establishing continuity of programs between the elementary 
schools and the Regional School. 


In-service programs were continued throughout the year 
with emphasis being placed on reading and mathematics. 
Many of our staff members attended Keene State College 
and listened to such speakers as Dr. Lyman Hunt, Dr. Helen 
Murphy, and Dr. Donald Durrell, all noted nationally for 
their outstanding expertise in the field of reading. 


In an effort to share with one another, the administrative 
staff has been meeting monthly. These meetings give us an 
opportunity to share points of mutual concern as well as an 
opportunity to learn about new programs and activities that 
are going on throughout the Supervisory Union. At several 
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of these meetings, Staff Development was the prime topic 
for discussion. 

The Staff Development Concept was initiated by the 
State Department of Education as a means to up-grade the 
educational programs throughout the state as well as a 
means of improving the re-certification process. 

The Mascenic District has established their Staff Develop- 
ment Committee, which has been functioning very well. For 
our purpose, we may define staff development as a system 
of in-service training leading to re-certification of profes- 
sional staff members through the satisfaction of determined 
educational needs and interests of the community, school, 
and staff. 

Our preventive maintenance program was continued with 
the following taking place: 

A new boiler and burner unit was installed at Sacred 
Heart School; rekeying Greenville Public, replacing the old 
front doors with a single door and safety glass. At Mason, 
the doors in the original sections were replaced, along with 
new hardware that was in keeping with the original style 
of architecture. 

General housekeeping duties were accomplished in all 
schools, including stripping, waxing, and polishing floors, 
replacing broken glass, and cleaning all furniture. 

We are continuing to evaluate and improve upon the 
budgeting and purchasing procedures that have contributed 
to sound business practices, as evidenced in our financial 
accounting, for each district served by the Supervisory 
Union Office. 

As I conclude this report, I will take this opportunity to 
thank the School Board, the citizens of the Mascenic Dis- 
trict, and Town Officials, both elected and appointed, for 
their efforts in making this a year to remember. 


iff 
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Mason’s carriage sheds, built about 1837, restored this year by Mason citizens 
with the help of the National Guard as the first step of the Bicentennial 
Celebration 





